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Daniel McKinney McNair 
College of Information Science 

Richard A. Harvill Building, Room 320B 
Tucson, AZ 85719 

dmcnair@arizona.edu 

  

EDUCATION 
 

PhD Student, College of Information Science, 2026 – Present 
University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona 
 
MS, Biological Sciences, 2015 
University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg Mississippi 
 
MA, Religion, 2009 
Reformed Theological Seminary, Jackson Mississippi 
 
BA, English, 2006 
University of Mississippi, Oxford Mississippi 

 

ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 
 

Botanist, 2023 – 2026 
Tetra Tech, Inc., Tucson, Arizona 
 
Botanist, 2017 – 2023 
WestLand Engineering & Environmental Services, Tucson, Arizona  
 
Assistant Curator of the Herbaria, 2015 – 2017 
University of California, Davis, Center for Plant Diversity 
 
Graduate Research and Teaching Assistant, 2012 – 2015 
University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, Mississippi 
 
High School Teacher and Soccer Coach, 2009 – 2011 
Presbyterian Christian School, Hattiesburg, Mississippi  

 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

P.A. Fryxell, S.R.Hill, and D.M. McNair. 2024.  Abutilon, in Jepson Flora Project (eds.) Jepson eFlora, 
Revision 13, ucjeps.berkeley.edu/eflora. 

 
Embrey, T. and D. McNair. 2023.  Parthenium argentatum (Asteraceae) naturalized in southeastern 

Arizona. Phytoneuron 2023-09: 1–4.  
 
McNair, D., J. Fox, R. Lindley, S.D. Carnahan, M.E. Taylor, J.T. Verrier, and D.C. Beckman.  2022.  

Illustrations of Abutilon and similar mallows in Arizona.  Phytoneuron 2022-30: 1–92.   
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McNair, D., and C. Andresen.  2020.  Soapberry (Sapindus L.) in Arizona.  Phytoneuron 2020-78:  1–

23.   
 
McNair, D., D. Stults, B. Axsmith, M. Alford, and J. Starnes.  2019.  Preliminary investigation of a 

diverse megafossil floral assemblage from the middle Miocene of Southern Mississippi, U.S.A.  
Palaentologia Electronica 22.2.40: 1–30.   

 
Dean, E., D. McNair, G. Castillo-Campos, T. Starbuck, M. Anguiano-Constante, K. Mawdsley, M Perez, 

F. Archila.  2019.  Identification of the Mexican species of Lycianthes series Piliferae (Capsiceae, 
Solanaceae) and the rediscovery of Lycianthes caeciliae.  Phytotaxa 425: 163–189.   

 
McNair, D., J. Fox, R. Lindley, S. Carnahan, M. Taylor, and E. Makings.  2018.  Identifying Abutilon 

parishii (Malvaceae) and similar species in Arizona and Sonora.  Phytoneuron 2018-84: 1–12.  
 
Hitchcock et al.  2018.  Flora of the Pacific Northwest: An Illustrated Manual. 2nd ed. University of 

Washington Press. Contributed family treatments by D. McNair: Dipsicaceae, Droseraceae, 
Hydrangeaceae, Penthoraceae, Polygalaceae, Butomaceae. 

 
Dean, E., O. Hinojosa-Espinsoa, D. McNair, R. Torres-Colín, S.H. Salas-Morales.  2017.  Lycianthes 

textitlaniana, a New Species from Southern Mexico. Phytologia 99: 241–248.   
 
Dean, E., M. Reyes, R. Fauré, G.K. Walden, D. Canington, D. Brandon, and D. McNair. 2017. 

Identification of the Species of Lycianthes series Tricolores (Capsiceae, Solanaceae). Systematic 
Botany 42:191–209.   

 
McNair, D., S. Singley, and M. Alford. 2016. Checklist of the Vascular Flora of the Gopher Farm 

Sandhill, Wayne County, Mississippi.  Castanea 81: 138–147.  
 
McNair, D.  2016.  Seed Cones of California Pines. University of California, Davis, Center for Plant 

Diversity.  
 
McNair, D.  2015.  Imaging Venation of Broadleaf Plants Using DSLR Cameras, Transmitted Light, and 

Digital Filters. Phytoneuron 39: 1–12.  
 
McNair, D.  2015.  An Inventory of the Vascular Flora of Wayne County, Mississippi. Masters thesis.  

University of Southern Mississippi, 1–63.  
 
McNair, D., and M. Alford. 2014. Blyxa aubertii (Hydrocharitaceae) new to Mississippi, U.S.A. Journal of 

the Botanical Research Institute of Texas 8: 267–270. 
 
McNair, D., M. Alford, and R. Turnbull. 2014. Louisiana: Bryophyllum daigremontianum and 

Bryophyllum delagoense (Crassulaceae) new to Louisiana. Castanea 79: 102–103. 

 

AWARDS 
 

Cover Photo Contest winner for the journal Castanea: Journal of the Southern Appalachian Botanical 
Society with three cover images appearing in September 2016, June 2016, and March 2017 issues. 
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Graduate Assistant of the Year, University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, Mississippi, 2015.  
 
Triarch Botanical Images Contest, first place, Botanical Society of America Conference. Boise, Idaho, 

2014.  
 
Three Minute Thesis competition, finalist, University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, 2014.  
 
Graduate Student Symposium, third place in oral presentations, University of Southern Mississippi, 

Hattiesburg, 2014. 
 
Association of Southeastern Biologists Student Support Award, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 2014. 

 

INVITED TALKS 
 

McNair D. 2024.  Using NASA’s Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS) for 
Vegetation Modeling. Tetra Tech GIS Community of Practice.  

 
McNair, D., 2021.  Environmental and Cultural Risk Assessment and Communication in Arizona.  ENGL 

340, Topics in Professional and Technical Writing: Risk Communication.  University of Arizona 
online course.   

 
McNair, D., 2020.  Malvaceous Miscellany. Arizona Native Plant Society, Cochise Chapter.   
 
McNair, D., 2020.  Tips for growing native mallows in Tucson gardens and other malvaceous 

miscellany. Arizona Native Plant Society, Tucson Chapter.   
 
McNair. D., 2019.  The velvet mallows of Arizona and other malvaceous miscellany. Lunch Lecture 

Series at the University of Arizona Herbarium.  
 
McNair, D., 2018.  Planning Images for Scientific Publication: Journal Expectations and Author Ethics.  

ENGL 414/514, Advanced Scientific Writing.  University of Arizona online course.  
 
McNair, D., 2017.  How we document plant diversity in an herbarium setting.  Freshman seminar. 

University of California, Davis.   
 

WORKSHOPS TAUGHT 
 

McNair, D.  2020.  Plant Identification in Arizona.  A week long digital workshop hosted by WestLand 
Engineering and Environmental Services for its employees and other guests.  

 
McNair, D.  2019. Digital resources for plant identification in Arizona. A full day workshop series for 

Tonto National Forest Tribal Monitoring Program training, Tucson and Flagstaff, Arizona.   
 
McNair, D.  2016. Introduction to botanical photography: from image capture to post-processing.  A half 

day workshop for the Davis Botanical Society, Davis, California. 
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McNair, D.  2015.  A nature photography workshop for beginners: Demystifying the manual settings on 
your camera. A half day workshop for the Lake Thoreau Environmental Center, Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi.  

 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
 

Sanderson, C., and D. McNair.  2024.   Multi-Approach Monitoring of Avian-Riparian Habitat in the 
American Southwest: Methods and Resources.   Society for Ecological Restoration Southwest 
Chapter. Tucson, Arizona. Oral presentation. 

 

McNair, D., Tu'tsi, T., Rocha, D., Ruuska, A., Buckles, A.  2022.  The Flora of JI Ranch in Pinal County, 
Arizona, USA. Botany Society of America Conference. Anchorage, Alaska.  Oral presentation. 

 
Rocha, D. and D. McNair. 2021. Culturally important riparian trees in southern Arizona: a behind-the-

scenes look at ethnobotanical collaboration and research methods.  Santa Cruz River Research 
Days. Tucson, Arizona.  Oral presentation.  

 
McNair, D., C. Andresen, J. Melko, S. Selina, L. Wells, J. Leonard. 2020.  Improving habitat for 

monarch butterfly in the Lower San Pedro River basin, Arizona. Celebrating the Sonoran Desert: 6th 
Trinational Symposium, Ajo, Arizona. Poster presentation. 

 
Rocha, D., D. McNair, 2019. Recording Culturally Significant Plants with the Tonto National Forest 

Tribal Monitor Program. New Mexico Archeological Council, Annual Meeting. Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. Oral Presentation. 

 
McNair. D., C. Andresen, D. Rocha, S. Sakeva, A. Villarreal, T. Tu'tsi, C. Powell, A. Graham, and J. 

Taylor, 2019. Anatomy of a soapberry forest from the lower San Pedro, Arizona. Botanical Society 
of America Conference, Tucson, Arizona. Poster presentation.  

 
Rocha, D., L. Shingoitewa, D. McNair, and A Buckles 2019. Digital tools for obtaining knowledge of 

plants in the American Southwest. Botanical Society of America Conference, Tucson, Arizona. 
Poster presentation. 

 
McNair. D., 2019. Velvetleaf mallows of the Apache Highlands Ecoregion. Botanical Society of America 

Conference, Tucson, Arizona. Poster presentation. 
 
Huerta, M., E. Dean, D. McNair, and K. Battenberg. 2017. A morphological taxonomic investigation of 

the species limits of Lycianthes inaequilatera and Lycianthes amatitlanensis (Solanaceae). 
Botanical Society of America Conference, Fort Worth, Texas. Poster presentation. 

 
McNair. D., D. Stults, J. Starnes, M. Alford., and B. Axsmith. 2017. A Diverse Miocene Megaflora from 

the Hattiesburg Formation, Mississippi, U.S.A. 19th International Botanical Congress, Shenzhen, 
China. Poster presentation.  

 
Stults, D., B. Axsmith, D. McNair, and M. Alford.  2016. Preliminary Investigation of a Diverse Miocene 

Megaflora from the Hattiesburg Formation, Mississippi. Botanical Society of America Conference, 
Savannah, Georgia. Oral presentation. 
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Fennell A., D. McNair, and M. Alford. 2015. Species Delimitation in the Euphorbia corollata Complex of 
Eastern North America. Association of Southeastern Biologists Meeting, Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
Poster presentation. 
 

McNair D., M. Alford, and B. Axsmith. 2015. Plant Fossils from the Miocene of Mississippi: 
Reconstructing a Deltaic Wetland. Association of Southeastern Biologists Meeting, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. Oral presentation. 
 

McNair, D. 2014. Red Imported Fire Ant and Henbit: A Possible Mutualism between Two Invasive 
Species. Botanical Society of America Conference, Boise, Idaho. Oral presentation. 

 
Lam, V., V. Merckx, T. Yukawa, A.Wulff, M. Hollingsworth, P. Hollingsworth, D. McNair, and S. 

Graham. 2014. Parallel Degradation of Plastid Genomes in Diverse: Lineages of Mycoheterotrophic 
Plants. Botanical Society of America Conference.  Boise, Idaho. Oral presentation. 
 

Wallace, L., M. Alford, N. Baghai-Riding, C. Baker, L. McCook, D. McNair, A. Rohnke, H. Sullivan. 
2014. Magnolia grandiFLORA: A Virtual Resource of Plant Diversity in Mississippi. Botanical 
Society of America Conference, Boise, Idaho. Poster presentation. 
 

McNair, D. 2014. Plant Collections from the John C. Stennis Space Center in Hancock County, 
Mississippi. Mississippi Academy of Sciences, Hattiesburg, Mississippi. Poster Presentation. 

 

FEDERAL PERMITS 
 

Remote Pilot (Part 107) for small unmanned aircraft systems by the U.S. Federal Aviation 
Administration (certification:  4544362) 

 
Yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus) vocalization playback surveys in Arizona by the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service (permit: ESPER12105637).   
 

 

PUBLIC PROFILES 
 

ORCID:  https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1074-2406 
iNaturalist:  https://www.inaturalist.org/people/danielmcnair 
ResearchGate:  https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Daniel-Mcnair-2 
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/daniel-mckinney-mcnair 
Google Scholar: https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=zF9BM2IAAAAJ&hl=en 

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1074-2406
https://www.inaturalist.org/people/danielmcnair
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Daniel-Mcnair-2
https://www.linkedin.com/in/daniel-mckinney-mcnair
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=zF9BM2IAAAAJ&hl=en

